. Specimens of young C. saturatus horsfieldi and C. poliocephalus poliocephalus from Japan.
* YI: Yamashina Institute for Ornithology; BM (NH): British Museum (Nat . Hist.).
main host of Little Cuckoos in Japan (KOBAYASHI & ISHIZAWA 1940 , KIYOSU 1965 ROYAMA 1963 , HIGUCHI 1978 . Two young on Miyake-jima were reared by Ijima's Willow Warblers Phylloscopus ijimae; the hosts of the other two on Hachijo-jima are not known.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
All eight nestling and fledgling C. s. horsfieldi were quite similar in general appearance (Fig. 1) . The upper, throat, and breast plumage was dark blackish brown, and these feathers were faintly fringed with white. The ventral part was broadly banded with dark blackish brown and white, though the bars were obscure and much darker in nestlings.
In the four skins, Munsell code of the dark blackish brown plumage was 5.0YR 2.0/2.0 or 5.0YR3.0/2.0.
The edge of the wing was almost white but with a few small black speckles. The tail was dark blackish brown with some white spots along the quill, and the tip of the tail was also white. Undertail coverts were white, banded with dark blackish brown. Some chestnut patches were found on the wing andtail feathers in three of the four skins (YI 31008, YI 25025, BM 1955.3.228) . One skin (BM 1955.3.228) had two small white feathers on its head.
These features of plumage were consistent with those of the five young presumed to be Himalayan Cuckoos in central Hokkaido (the second largest northern island), where Little Cuckoos do not occur (HIGUCHI & SATO 1984; see also WBSJ 1980 for the distribution).
Among these five young, chestnut patches on the wing and tail feathers were found in two individuals. White feathers were not observed on the heads of any individuals (HIGUCHI & SATO 1984) . These five young in Hokkaido were reared by Bush Warblers.
BECKING (1981) has described both light and dark phase nestling and fledgling C. s. saturatus in India. Light coloured specimens have whitish underparts heavily barred with dark chocolate brown and possess rufous red greater wing coverts, whereas in dark specimens the barring is far less conspicuous and the upperparts are much darker.
The feathers of underparts and back of dark specimens are dark blackish brown with a white apical band. The dark individuals of this subspecies are similar in appearance to young C. s. horsfieldi in Japan, but have white apical bands on the feathers.
The 21 young C. p. poliocephlus had almost the same appearance. The upper plumage was slaty black (SB hereafter) in 14 individuals and dark blackish brown (DBB hereafetr) in the others, and the feathers were faintly fringed with white. This plumage was similar to that of C. s. horsfieldi (Fig. 1) . The throat and breast were, Fig. 2 . A nestling C. p. poliocephalus (13 days old) on Miyake-jima, the Izu Islands.
however, banded with SB or DBB and white, or SB or DBB with irregular white speckles.
The ventral part was white banded with SB or DBB. These bars were conspicuous from more than 10 days of age (Fig. 2) . The lower parts of the young were much lighter than those of young C. s. horsfieldi, and more similar to those of young Common Cuckoos C. canorus ( Fig. 1 ; see HIGUCHI & SATO 1984 for the description of young Common Cuckoos).
In the three skins and six live young that were closely examined, Munsell code of the SB and DBB plumages was 5.0YR3.0/2.0 and 2.5YR4.0/0.5, respectively. The edge of the wing was obscurely banded or speckled with black and white. The tail was SB or DBB with some white spots along the quill, and the tip of the tail was also white, as in C. s. horsfieldi. The undertail coverts were white banded with SB or DBB, and their bars were clearer than those of C. s. horsfieldi.
From these descriptions, it is apparent that nestling and fledgling C. s. horsfieidi and C. p. poliocephalus can easily be distinguished by the plumages of the lower parts. It seems that the features of juvenile plumages in these Japanese cuckoos are not affected by locality and host, as shown in some cases of the present study.
The young C. s. horsfieldi and C. p. poliocephalus also differed in body size. Although comparable data are few, it is estimated from Table 1 and measurements of adults that young C. s. horsfieldi are 1.5-2.0 times the size of young C. p. poliocephalus at the fledged stage. The wing length and body weight of adults are 185-220 mm and 70.9-107.3g in C. s. horsfieldi, and 150-163mm and 42.4-59.6g in C. p. poliocephalus, respectively (ENOMOTO 1941) .
It is suggested that the egg colour and parasitism rate of these cuckoos should be carefully investigated using juvenile plumage and body size as confirmation of identification. Some eggs ascribed to these cuckoos by earlier workers may have been wrongly identified, as has been suggested for Indian Cuckoos by BECKING (1981) .
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SUMMARY
The upper plumage of nestling and fledgling C. saturates horsfieldi and C. poliocephalus poliocephalus was similar, dark blackish brown (DBB) in the former and slaty black (SB) or DBB in the latter. The throat and breast were DBB in young C. s. horsfieldi, while they were banded with SB or DBB and white in young C. p. poliocephalus. The rest of the lower parts were banded with DBB or SB and white in both species, but the bars were obscure and much darker in nestling C. s. horsfieldi. The nestlings and fledglings of the two species in Japan are easily distinguished by the plumages of their underparts.
LITERATURE CITED

